
Dickson Gifted and Talented

 Please use this power 
point to help answer 
questions about our 
GT program at 
Dickson, ways to 
identify gifted 
children, and activities 
and lesson plans for 
gifted students.



Identifying Gifted Students

 A gifted student is one whose intelligence-
typically described as an IQ score resulting 
from one or more tests-is 130 or above.

 That is, giftedness is a measure of innate 
ability, not performance.



Identifying Gifted Students

 A motivated student who works hard, gets 
straight “A’s”, and behaves well in class 
may or may not be gifted.

 A student who doesn’t perform well, is 
disruptive, and clowns around in class my 
also very well be gifted.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 These descriptions include both positive and 
negative student characteristics.

 A gifted student: 

 Asks many questions and is very curious

 Possesses a large amount of information

 Has a good memory

 BUT, may also easily gets “off task” and “off topic” 
and is impatient when not called on in class.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:
 Learns new information quickly
 Retains information easily
 Masters reading skills earlier
 Demonstrates strong abilities in math
 Displays unusual academic achievement
 Finishes class work quickly
 BUT, may also be easily bored, can become disruptive 

in class, shows strong resistance to repetitive 
activities and memorization, completes work quickly 
but sloppily.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:
 Is interested in many things

 Becomes involved in a variety of activities

 Is motivated to try new things

 Enjoys a challenge

 BUT, may also resist working on activities 
apart from area of interest, leaves projects 
unfinished, and takes on too much and 
becomes overwhelmed.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:

 Thinks independently

 Expresses unique and original opinions

 Is self-motivated

 BUT, may also challenge authority, not handle 
criticism well, and may not work well in 
groups.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:
 Uses higher level thinking skills (analysis, 

synthesis, evaluation)

 Makes connections other students don’t see

 Considers unusual approaches to problem-
solving

 BUT, may also tend to be absent-minded 
regarding practical details, and forget 
homework assignments.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:

 Has a strong sense of justice

 Likes to debate current issues and real life 
problems

 BUT, may also be very critical of self and 
others, like to argue a point, and is a 
perfectionist and expects others to be perfect.



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:

 Has a sophisticated sense of humor 

 Understands subtle humor

 Enjoys plays on words and satire

 BUT, may also get easily carried away with a 
joke, and has a tendency to become the 
“class clown.”



How to Spot a Gifted Student

 A gifted student:

 Demonstrates strong expressive skills

 Is sensitive to feelings of others

 Elaborates on ideas

 Shows skill in drama/art/music/language

 BUT, may also sometimes be perceived as a 
“know-it-all” by peers, and is sometimes 
“bossy” to peers in group situations.



GT Qualification Requirements

 Recommendation sheets are normally sent out 
during the first 2 weeks of school.  Teachers will 
then write down the name of students they think 
might qualify for GT.  This is important because 
students must be recommended in order to be 
tested.  

 The recommendation can be made by a teacher, 
counselor, administrator, or even a parent.



GT Qualification Requirements

 Once we have received recommendations for 
testing, the student will be pulled out during the 
school day to be tested.

 At Dickson, we use the Slosson Intelligence 
Test. The test contains 187 untimed items 
assessing the cognitive domains of vocabulary, 
general information, similarities and differences, 
comprehension, quantitative ability, and auditory 
memory. 



GT Qualification Requirements

 The Slosson Intelligence Test can be 
administered by the GT Coordinator, 
Counselor, Administrator, or any other 
certified personnel that is trained to 
administer the test.

 The time it takes a child to complete this 
oral test varies greatly; depending on the 
child’s intelligence level.



GT Qualification Requirements

 When the test has been completed, it is scored 
and the results will determine the child’s 
placement.

 A certain higher school may automatically place 
the child in the top 3% category, in this case 
nothing else needs to be done.

 If the child ends up with a “middle” or “middle-
high” average, they may still qualify through a 
process called “multi-criteria.”



GT Qualification Requirements

 If the student is to qualify through “multi-
criteria”, their teacher, counselor, or 
administrator must fill out various sheets 
of paperwork scoring them on ability of 
leadership, arts, vocabulary, etc. If the 
teacher scores them high enough, the 
student can qualify in certain areas.



GT Deadlines

 I know that it may seem like I ask for 
recommendations early (that is why I sent them 
around before we got out of school last year), 
but we have to have all of our information and 
“new” qualified students in to the state 
department by October 15th.

 Since our testing process is oral and one-on-
one, it can take a lot of time to get through the 
testing process.



Other GT Information

 Once a child is identified as “gifted,” they never 
have to be re-tested, they will be on the list until 
they graduate.

 When recommending new students each year, 
please check the current GT list to make sure 
you don’t duplicate students who are already 
identified.

 Due to confidentiality issues, a mast list of GT 
students is kept in each building office.  You can 
access it through your building secretary.



Other GT Information

 Dickson does not currently have any pull out programs 
for GT, or classes that solely pertain to GT.

 It is up to each teacher/class to provide opportunities to 
help our gifted and talented students grow and achieve!

 This can be done through additional “projects” or certain 
types of lessons or modification to lessons.

 In this power point, I will provide websites that have 
great ideas for implementing creative lessons for gifted 
students.



Meeting the Needs of Gifted 
Students in the Classroom

 A great website to visit for ideas is 
www.teachersfirst.com.  They provide ideas for 
lessons and projects for gifted students.

 Sometimes small things can go a long way: for 
instance puzzles are a great mind challenging 
project for students, along with vocabulary-
expanding activities, learning conversational 
phrases in foreign languages, even letting 
students scrap book and make little art projects 
is great for creative skills.

http://www.teachersfirst.com/


Other sources of Information

 www.teachersfirst.com : great source on how to identify GT 
students and lesson plans.

 http://www.cloudnet.com/~edrbsass/edgifted.html :Lesson plans and 
resources for gifted and talented. lesson plans for gifted students in 

grades 2-5.

 www.lessonplanet.com : Search Gifted and Talented lesson plans
and worksheets to find teacher approved lessons by grade and rating. 

 http://www.anderson4.k12.sc.us/curr/Gifted_Talented_Websites.ht
m : excellent source for GT lessons for varied grade levels and 
course subjects.

 http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Lesson_Plans_for_Gifted_Students
: lots of good info for GT on this site!

http://www.teachersfirst.com/
http://www.cloudnet.com/~edrbsass/edgifted.html
http://www.lessonplanet.com/
http://www.anderson4.k12.sc.us/curr/Gifted_Talented_Websites.htm
http://www.anderson4.k12.sc.us/curr/Gifted_Talented_Websites.htm
http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Lesson_Plans_for_Gifted_Students
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